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Wayzata Lodge #205 had a great summer as we spent a
couple of months wearing collared t-shirts in the lodge
and enjoying summer activities.  Sr. Warden Andrew
Brennan got a friend of his to prepare barbecued brisket
for our July meeting.  Verl Raap ordered collared
Wayzata Mason T-shirts for the officers as well as those
interested.  Tim Jirak put together another Wayzata
Mason Golf Tournament.  And we finished off the sum-
mer with the annual boat trip which Mike Stattman has
been so gracious to put together each year.

Before we knew it, we were back into our tuxedoes and
putting on the degrees.  We initiated three new Entered
Apprentices in September.  In October, two of them
passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft.  And finally, this
November, they were raised to the Sublime Degree of a
Master Mason.

It is great to see some of the lecture work being done by
our new Master Masons from the spring.  In fact, all four
of our new Master Masons have become regulars at our
meetings and degree work.  It is also great to see that
each one of them is either currently pursuing degrees in
the Scottish or York Rite or has submitted a petition to do
so.  

In October, We had the honor of presenting Leonard
Andrews his Hiram Award.  It was wonderfully attended
and one of the highlights of the year.  Congratulations to
Lenny, Timmie, and their family.

I would like to point to the lodge the wonderful work
Andrew Brennan and Tim Jirak have done this year get-
ting candidates together a few days after the degrees to
discuss the degree as well as work on the ritual.  This
along with the establishment of the mentorship program
is making sure that once our brothers become Master
Masons, they immediately felt like they were “on the
level” with their fellow brethren.

I would like to thank Wayzata Lodge #205 for having
elected me Master for 2009.  It has been an honor to have
received this year of “education”.  As the Master, you are

WAYZATA LODGE

2009 OFFICER ROSTER
Master  . . . . . . . . . . .Dale Lillevold  . . . . .952.249.8254

Senior Warden  . . . . .Andrew Brennen  . . .612.801.7342

Junior Warden  . . . . .Charles Leflar  . . . . .612.810.4675

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . .Leonard Andrews  . .763.258.2796

Secretary  . . . . . . . . .Mike Stattman  . . . . .612.961.2460

Education Officer  . .WB David Camp . . .612.741.4801

Senior Deacon  . . . . .Tim Jirak  . . . . . . . . .612.701.7743

Junior Deacon  . . . . .Verl Raap . . . . . . . . .612.805.0403

Senior Steward  . . . .Mark Bullis  . . . . . . .763.559.5314

Junior Steward . . . . .William Burrows  . . .952.473.9029

Marshall  . . . . . . . . .David Augustine  . . .612.232.5406

Tyler  . . . . . . . . . . . .WB Mark Eilers  . . .612.968.0834

Chaplain. . . . . . MWB Neil Neddermeyer 763.493.5664

Lodge meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM.
Look in the Lodge Schedule for other events, times & places.

Greetings from the East
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In Novemeber, Brother Harold Johnson
went to the celestial lodge above.

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss

Congratulations go out to Gary Nystedt, Curt
Quast and Bud Scanlon, who this December

will complete a four month process of 
becoming 32nd Degree Scottish Rite Masons.

educated by the enjoyment of your successes and the
acceptance of your failures.  I appreciate all the work that
my line put in for rehearsals for the opening/closing and
degrees.  I really enjoyed the 6:30AM officers meetings
so I guess that does make me a bit strange.  And I was
grateful for the participation of our members from the
French Toast Breakfast and geranium sales, putting on the
degrees, as well as showing up for the Mason’s monthly
breakfast.

And now, I advance to that next step of education: that of
the Past Master.  I enjoyed the encouragement I received
from the wonderful Past Masters we have here at
Wayzata.  I will work to continue that great tradition of
letting the next guy run “his” lodge and at the same time
being      willing to offer advice when asked with the
understanding that one gives advice without any expecta-
tion that it will be acted on.

It would be great to see you all there in December for my
last time in the East.  Special thanks to my line, my treas-
urer Leonard Andrews, and Secretary Mike Stattman.
WB Mark Eilers, you have been a wonderful Jr. Past
Master.  Thank you for the counsel and the assistance you
have given me this year. Thank you so much MWB Neil
Neddermeyer for taking over as chaplain when early this
year, tragedy struck our lodge.  Also, thanks to WB Marv
Schendel for all he has done on the web page and WB
Terry Johnson for printing the Trestle Board as well as
hats, shirts, leather jackets for the GM, etc… And thanks
for all the help and encouragement and participation I
have received from my brothers at Wayzata #205.

Finally, Congratulations, Andrew.  If tradition is followed,
we will be fortunate to have this brother guide our lodge
in 2010.  I have been fortunate to have him as my closest
counsel this past year.  He comes in as Master already
having performed two of the three degrees from the East
as well as several of the lectures.  And he has a great
vision on how take several areas of our lodge to the next
level.  Please join me in welcoming him as Master next
month as well as doing what you can to help him make
2010 a great success!

- WM Dale Lillevold

                  



Hiram Award Awarded to Leonard Andrews Message from the Senior Deacon
I wanted to continue to share my perspective about coming
up through “the line” as I finish my year as Senior Deacon
and prepare for the elections at our next stated meeting.
This spring I wrote about how we are looking to revitalize
and honor what is most sacred and traditional about
Masonry while also looking at how to “modernize” our
lodge and connect with the community.  I have had discus-
sions with other officers (past and present) to plan for next
year and I am getting a strong consensus that brothers are
excited about the direction of the lodge.  You may have
noticed that we have been becoming more “active” recently
than in a while in almost all areas of the lodge (ritual, offi-
cer’s meetings, newsletters, scholarship, socials and chari-
ty).  This is due in large part to the hard work of many out-
standing brothers that are involved but it is also part of
beginning to create a strategic plan.  It is the focus of that
strategic plan that is what will set our lodge apart from
many of the other struggling local lodges in the years to
come and become a model to help other lodges not just
survive, but thrive.  
We have seen some changes in local Masonry that has been
historical this year.  We have seen the Grand Lodge cele-
brate with the University Of Minnesota Board Of Regions
on the Masonic Cancer Center and the Cornerstone
Ceremony for the new University of MN Children’s
Hospital.  However, we also saw the Bloomington Lodge
decide to permanently merge into Minnehaha Lodge
despite over 600 dues paying members due to struggling to
fill a line and put on ritual.  Finally, this week all nobles of
Zuhrah Shrine received a summons to an emergency meet-
ing about their financial status.  The reality is a long histo-
ry and ownership of a building do not guarantee any organ-
izations future.  The operation problems facing all Masonic
bodies are universal.  We have an aging population and
while we are adding new brothers in good numbers again
we are losing them at a faster rate.  The Grand Lodge
began this decade with over 20,000 brothers and now we
are down to about 15,000.  For some lodges this will pres-
ent a financial struggle and for others different issues.  
Wayzata #205 is fortunate that despite our modestly shrink-
ing census we have a strong base of “active” members and
financial stability due to the foresight of past leadership.
Our new strategic plan is the opportunity to plan ahead and
forecast with an eye to the future.  This journey that cannot
be accomplished in one or two years but we are off to a
good start.  Bringing in good new brothers and filling the
line with dedicated leaders will accomplish a lot over the
next several years.  Being proactive and shaping what we

Wayzata Lodge #205 presented Leonard Andrews to 2009 Hiram Award on October 21st, 2009.  Over 50 brothers/guests
were present for the event.  Mike Stattman coordinated the event and the night was a great success.  Neil Neddermeyer
gave a speech about the labors and qualities that Lennie has displayed that not only bring up the memory of the Hiram
of Free Masonry as well as how it made Lennie an obvious choice for this distinguished award.  Finally, Worshipful
Master Dale Lillevold presented Lennie with plaque and pin and Mike Stattman presented his wife Timmie with a bou-
quet of flowers.  Another highlight was when our other living Hiram award winners MWB Neil Neddermeyer and WB
James Willemsen presented Lennie with Hiram award cuff links.

November

Robert D. Hardin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/11
Donald V. Wahlstrom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/11
Gerald D. Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/12
Charles C. Leflar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/12
Todd Madson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/13
David A. Camp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/17
Marvin W. Schendel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/21
Bill Swisher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/22
Daniel J. Chartier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/24
Christian Bagwell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/27
Richard A. Buratto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/28
John R. Zachow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/28

December
Curtis B. Tvinnereim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/1
Roger A. Carlson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/12
Robert A. Armstrong  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/14
James Ogland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/21
Philip D. Anderson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/23
John Etnier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/25
John C. Kvam  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/26
Erwin J. Moe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/27
David Jokela.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/28
Frederick D. Winter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/28
James A. Bagwell.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12/29

January
James T. Threinen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/3
Earl A. Sween  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/4
Harry D. Peters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/9
Patrick T. Connell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/18
Andrew R. Brennan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/21

Birthday ListWorshipful Master presenting Leonard the Hiram Award as
Timmie looks on

Our Three Living Hiram Award Winners

I write this on the eve of our Third Degree on November
14th.  The celebration dinner for this degree will be
(was) at the Wayzata Country Club.   A special thank
you to Gary Nystedt for making the arrangements.  A
rewarding fraternal recognition of this, the highest
degree in masonry is, was, and always will be a special
remembrance for all attending.

This has been a most encouraging year for the growth of
the lodge in membership, participation in programs and
projects, and educational programs that benefited the
Craft greatly.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the
efforts on the part of our stewards and contributing
brothers for their service and creativity with the meals
that have been prepared for us at our Stated Meetings
and Ritual Degree Work.  We would like to solicit your
feedback or input (again) on what you would like to see
improved or to suggest your favorite meal choices.  

As a further reminder, our meals at Stated Meetings are
open to all family and friends.  

We are looking forward to seeing you and hearing feed-
back on what we can better do to meet your needs in
Masonry and Brotherhood.  May the Glory and Beauty
of the day be with you every day.

With Best Regards,
Charlie Leflar

want our lodge to become and accomplish far more power-
ful than reacting to problems.  We cannot just rely on good
brothers to do a good job for one year in a particular office.
Since there is only so much that any individual can accom-
plish and the consistency of that accomplishment result can
vary from year to year.  Someone once said to me, “if you
are not replaceable you are not able to be promoted”.  Part
of our strategic plan is to use more committees and develop
systems to insure that can do more things, do them well
and do them well consistently.  This will also provide a lot
more opportunities for brothers to get involved in various
areas of the lodge and Masonry that appeal to them (Ritual,
Social, Charity, Business Operations, etc.).  It is with that
final thought that I want to put a call out to all of the broth-
ers of our lodge to let us know what is most important
about our particular brand of Masonry and invite you to
share your skills and participate in planning our Lodge’s
future for many years to come.

Fraternally,
Tim Jirak

From the South FROM THE DESK OF
THE TREASURER

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all

of the Brothers of Wayzata Lodge for allowing me

to be the recipient of the Hiram Award 2009. It is

with respect & an honor to receive this award.

I want to thank Worshipful Master Dale and

others for choosing me. Thank you Most Worshipful

Brother Neil for your kind words and Presentation

of the evening. Also, a special thanks to Mike for all

his work in organizing the evening, especially the 

flowers to my wife Timmie. That really meant a lot

to both of us.

Thank you to everyone and to my family, who

came for the evening to be with us and witness the

Presentation of this Award. 

- Lennie



On November 14th, 2009
Wayzata #205 Raises Two Brothers to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason

Wayzata Lodge put on their second Master Mason Degree of the year.  As is the case of all Master Mason Degrees, they
can only happen if people are willing to step forward and participate.  This was especially true this time as both the Sr.
and Jr. Deacon had events occur at the last moment that put them outside “the length of their cable tow”.  I had the honor
of having my brother WB Grant Lillevold participate in the last degree I will put on as the Master of Wayzata.  It was
also wonderful to see the participation of our spring class in the degree.

It is always special to see a brother raised by someone who is a relative or of a special significance to the candidate.  At
this degree, Rob Miller was raised by his uncle Steve Kane who informed us that he in like manner was raised by Rob’s
Grand father.

Also, the importance of Mentorship shined through as well.  MWB Neil Neddermeyer took Settar Altiok under his wing
and it was wonderful to see the bond that grew between them through the process of the three degrees.

Afterwards, we went to the Wayzata Country Club for a wonderful meal and wine to celebrate and discuss the degree
with our new Master Masons.

Here is a list of our cast:

WB Dale Lillevold - WM and KS
Andrew Brennan - SW and GSW
Charlie LeFlar - JW and Sea Captain
WB Grant Lillevold - SD
WB Mark Eilers - JD
WB James Willemsen - Craftsmen #1
Curt Quast - SS and Craftsmen #2
Gary Nystedt - Craftsmen #3
Drew Gessell - JS
Leonard Andrews - Treasurer and Way Faring Man

Back Row: Larry Erickson, Dan Wandrei,
Middle Row: Leonard Andrews, MWB Neil Neddermeyer,
Andrew Brennan, Drew Gesell, WB Mark Eilers
Front Row: Curt Quast, WB Grant Lillevold, Rob Miller, WM
Dale Lillevold, Settar Altiok, Gary Nystedt, WB Jack Hendrickson

The Master and the new Master Masons
Settar Altiok, WM Dale Lillevold, Rob Miller

Master Mason Degree and Feast

Congratulations, to our new Entered Apprentices: Settar Altiok, James Hanneman Jr., and Rob Miller.  Another congrat-
ulations goes out to Verl Raap who did the role of Sr. Deacon for this degree.  A special thanks goes out to Mike
Stattman for providing the meal.

Back Row: Verl Raap, Drew Gesell, David Augustine, Charlie Leflar, MWB Neil Neddermeyer, Tim Jirak
Front Row: Curt Quast, Settar Altiok, WM Dale Lillevold, James Hanneman Jr., Gary Nystedt, Rob Miller
Not Shown: WB David Camp, WB Mark Eilers

Q/A: Gary Nystedt (Q’s)  Curt Quast (A’s)
2nd: David Augustine
3rd: WM Dale Lillevold

My brothers, this being the last “Trestleboard” article that I’ll write, ever, I ask that you indulge me as I take a few minutes musing
some of what transpired over the last near twelve months within Wayzata Lodge.  

Each and everyone of us Wayzata Masons have experienced the three degrees of Masonry and unless truly disinterested, can’t but
help having at one time or another been moved, excited and somewhat in awe of the oaths taken, the legends told, the lessons given
and the ritual form of delivery and commitment shown by brothers as they guided us in or journey to be coming Master Masons.  

The emotions of a brother newly raised should be one of excitement, urgency and anticipation for the wonderful treasure which had
been bestowed upon them.  I received my five year pin this year, young in Free Masonry but already the feelings which I’d found so
moving when a candidate in the degrees were becoming vague and somewhat distant.  This year changed all that.

It’s said that the Master of the Lodge sets the tempo, character and feel of the place.  Never have I known it to be truer than in this
last year.  

I remember having a conversation with WB Dale last year and asking where he’d start, what was top of the list.  His answer was
simple.  Ritual.  We get our ritual in order; it becomes a basis to build on.  He was serious about his work.

Outwardly we saw changes such as…
6:30 am Officers Meetings, 6:30 am Degree Practices, Tuxedos for Officers at Stated Meetings, Dim Light During Lodge, News
Letter after News Letter, Raising 6 new brothers, working on mentorship programs, Breakfast at OPH on Fridays, Great LEO 
presentations…<gasp>

But the all of that was resulting from having a master who was dedicated to an experience of excellence in ritual and committed to
improving out lodge.  

WB Dale, your drive, focus and dedication made us all work harder and as a result I see a strong and excited lodge as your legacy.
Thank you.

Regards,
Andrew R Brennan, Sr. Warden

Apprentice Degree Sept. 2, 2009

From the West

Mike Stattman -   Secretary and Grand Secretary
Dan Wandrei -   Ja
Larry Erickson -   Jo
MWB Neil Neddermeyer   - Chaplain  and Jm
Bud Scanlon -Tyler

Lectures were done as follows:
Q/A -  WB Grant Lillevold and WB Dale Lillevold
2 ml -  WB Dale Lillevold
3 ml -  WB Grant Lillevold



Thanks go out to Tim Jirak for putting together the Golf Tournament at Baker this summer.  We had a wonderful day of
golf.  The winning foursome consisted of WM Dale Lillevold, his brother Area Deputy Grant Lillevold, and his friends
Bob and Richard Nordby.

Second Annual Golf Tournament Held

Thanks go out to Mike Stattman for again putting together our annual boat trip on Lake Minnetonka.  
This year, it was on September 23.

Boat Trip on Lake Minnetonka

Congratulations to our new Fellow Crafts: Settar Altiok and Rob Miller.  Special recognition goes out to Sr. Warden
Andrew Brennan who was in the east for this degree.  Also, thanks goes out to WB James Willemsen for volunteering to
be in the West for the degree.

Fellow Craft Degree October 14, 2009

Back row: Mike Stattman, Curt Quast, Larry Erickson, Lennie Andrews, Dave Augustine, WM Dale Lillevold
Front row: Verl Raap, Charlie Leflar, Rob Miller, Andrew Brennan, Settar Altiok, James Willemsen, Tim Jirak

Q/A: Dave Augustine (Q), Tim Jirak (A)  
Middle Chamber: WM Dale Lillevold  
In the East: Andrew Brennan

As the last trestleboard of the
year, I want to thank the members
for their continued support of the
lodge. The biggest issue we face
is collection of the dues, and this is gone well as far
as bringing in past due accounts. There is still money
out there for the years of 2008 and 2009.  For those
who are now out 3 years they will receive, as of the
first of 2010, a letter stating our position to drop
them from the roll of the lodge.  As each member on
the books, past due or not, we have to pay the Grand
Lodge a fee of $29.00, therefore it’s important to us
to keep this membership up-to-date. We can no
longer afford to carry these delinquent members.
Anyone needing help in this area is welcome to con-
tact me for assistance, which we can provide. We of
course do not want the membership to decline, and
are willing to help in anyway we can.

I hope everyone has a good holiday season,
Mike Stattman
Secretary

SECRETSECRETARARY’SY’S
CORNERCORNER

After the degree, we all retired for a toast of corn
(more appropriately, wheat), wine, and oil.

A bit of humor…
By Verl Raap, Jr. Deacon

A small Lodge had had a string of bad luck.  It was preparing to initiate a candi-
date on a steamy evening in June and it’s air conditioner had stopped working.
After sweating their way through part of the work, the Master had asked the candi-
date what he most desired.  The candidate replied “a beer”.  At this juncture the SD
started and whispered “light” to the candidate.  “OK”, the candidate replied, “a lite
beer”.
--
A little before Lodge is about to open an old man totters up to the Tyler and says,
“I’m here to receive my 2nd degree”.  Well, they all look at this guy, who really is
older than dirt, and they ask him to explain.  “I was entered on July 4, 1922.  Now
I’m ready for my 2nd degree.”  So they go scurrying for the records, and sure
enough, there was his name, entered on July 4, 1922.  “Where have you been all
these years?  What took you so long to be ready for your 2nd?”  they ask.  The
man replied, “Learning to subdue my passions!”

 




